CHAPTER 17
VIBRATING SYSTEMS

17.1 Introduction

A mass m is attached to an elastic spring of force constant k, the other end of which is
attached to a fixed point. The spring is supposed to obey Hooke’s law, namely that,
when it is extended (or compressed) by a distance x from its natural length, the tension
(or thrust) in the spring is kx, and the equation of motion is mx = —kx. This is simple

harmonic motion of period 27/, where ®* = k/m. Most readers will have no difficulty
with that problem. But now suppose that, instead of one end of the spring being attached
to a fixed point, we have two masses, m; and m,, one at either end of the spring. A
diatomic molecule is much the same thing. Can you calculate the period of simple
harmonic oscillations? It looks like an easy problem, but it somehow seems difficult to
get a hand on it by conventional newtonian methods. In fact it can be done quite readily
by newtonian methods, but this problem, as well as more complicated problems where
you have several masses connected by several springs and several possible modes of
vibration, is particularly suitable by lagrangian methods, and this chapter will give
several examples of vibrating systems tackled by lagrangian methods.

17.2 The Diatomic Molecule

Two particles, of masses m; and m; are connected by an elastic spring of force constant k.
What is the period of oscillation?
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Let’s suppose that the equilibrium separation of the masses — i.e. the natural, unstretched,
uncompressed length of the spring — is a. At some time suppose that the x-coordinates of
the two masses are x; and x,. The extension g of the spring from its natural length at that



moment is ¢ = x, — x; —a. We’ll also suppose that the velocities of the two masses at
that instant are x, and X,. We know from chapter 13 how to start any calculation in

lagrangian mechanics. We don’t have to think about it. We always start with 7= ... and
V= .
T=1imx + imy%;, 17.2.1
V =1kq. 17.2.2

We want to be able to express the equations in terms of the internal coordinate g. V is
already expressed in terms of g. Now we need to express 7 (and therefore X, and X, )

in terms of g. Since ¢ = x, — x;, — a, we have, by differentiation with respect to time,
qg = x, —X. 17.2.3

We need one more equation. The linear momentum is constant and there is no loss in
generality in choosing a coordinate system such that the linear momentum is zero:

0=mx, +m,x,. 17.2.4

From these two equations, we find that

i=—"2 G oand %, =—2 4. 17.2.5a,b
m, + m, m, + m,
Thus we obtain T =1mg’ 17.2.6
and V=1kq®, 17.2.2
where m =" 17.2.7
m, + m,

Now apply Lagrange’s equation
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to the single coordinate ¢ in the fashion to which we became accustomed in Chapter 13,
and the equation of motion becomes



mg = —kq , 17.2.8

which is simple harmonic motion of period 2m,/m/k, where m is given by equation
17.2.7. The frequency is the reciprocal of this, and the “angular frequency” m, also
sometimes called the “pulsatance”, is 27t times the frequency, or,/k/m .

The quantity m,m, /(m, +m, ) is usually called the “reduced mass” and one may wonder is what sense it

is “reduced”. I believe the origin of this term may come from an elementary treatment of the Bohr atom of
hydrogen, in which one at first assumes that there is an electron moving around an immovable nucleus —
i.e. a nucleus of “infinite mass”. One develops formulas for various properties of the atom, such as, for
example, the Rydberg constant, which is the energy required to ionize the atom from its ground state. This
and similar formulas include the mass m of the electron. Later, in a more sophisticated model, one takes
account of the finite mass of the nucleus, with nucleus and electron moving around their mutual centre of
mass. One arrives at the same formula, except that m is replaced by mM/(m + M), where M is the mass of
the nucleus. This is slightly less (by about 0.05%) than the mass of the electron, and the idea is that you
can do the calculation with a fixed nucleus provided that you use this “reduced mass of the electron” rather
than its true mass. Whether this is the appropriate term to use in our present context is debatable, but in
practice it is the term almost universally used.

It may also be remarked upon by readers with some familiarity with quantum mechanics that I have named
this section “The Diatomic Molecule” — yet I have ignored the quantum mechanical aspects of molecular
vibration. This is true — in this series of notes on Classical Mechanics 1 have adopted an entirely classical
treatment. It would be wrong, however, to assume that classical mechanics does not apply to a molecule,
or that quantum mechanics would not apply to a system consisting of a cricket ball and a baseball
connected by a metal spring. In fact both classical mechanics and quantum mechanics apply to both. The
formula derived for the frequency of vibration in terms of the reduced mass and the force constant (“bond
strength”) applies as accurately for the molecule as for the cricket ball and baseball. Quantum mechanics,
however, predicts that the total energy (the eigenvalue of the hamiltonian operator) can take only certain
discrete values, and also that the lowest possible value is not zero. It predicts this not only for the
molecule, but also for the cricket ball and baseball — although in the latter case the energy levels are so
closely spaced together as to form a quasi continuum, and the zero point vibrational energy is so close to
zero as to be unmeasurable. Quantum mechanics makes its effects evident at the molecular level, but this
does not mean that it does not apply at macroscopic levels. One might also take note that one is not likely
to understand why wave mechanics predicts only discrete energy levels unless one has had a good
background in the classical mechanics of waves. In other words, one must not assume that classical
mechanics does not apply to microscopic systems, or that quantum mechanics does not apply to
macroscopic systems.

Below leaving this section, in case you tried solving this problem by newtonian methods
and ran into difficulties, here’s a hint. Keep the centre of mass fixed. When the length of
the spring is x, the lengths of the portions on either side of the centre of mass are
m,x mx

2= and !

m, + m, m, + m,

The force constants of the two portions of the spring are

inversely proportional to their lengths. Take it from there.

17.3 Two Masses, Two Springs and a Brick Wall

The system is illustrated in figure XVIL2, first in its equilibrium (unstretched) position,
and then at some instant when it is not in equilibrium and the springs are stretched. You



can imagine that the masses are resting upon and can slide upon a smooth, horizontal
table. I could also have them hanging under gravity, but this would introduce a distracting
complication without illustrating any further principles. I also want to assume that all the
motion is linear, so we could have them sliding on a smooth horizontal rail, or have them
confined in the inside of a smooth, fixed drinking-straw. For the present, I don’t want the
system to bend.

kl m kz my
Equilibrium: |} © 0
Displaced: I L X ® L0 )
FIGURE XVII.2

The displacements from the equilibrium positions are x; and x;, so that the two springs
are stretched by x; and x, — x; respectively. The velocities of the two masses are x, and

X,. We now start the lagrangian calculation in the usual manner:
T =1imx! + im,x;, 17.3.1
Vo= thx + 3h(x, - x)° 17.3.2

Apply Lagrange’s equation to each coordinate in turn, to obtain the following equations
of motion:

mXx, = —(k, + k,)x, + k,x, 17.3.3
and myX, = kyx; — kyx, . 17.3.4

Now we seek solutions in which the system is vibrating in simple harmonic motion at
angular frequency o; that is, we seek solutions of the form ¥, = —o’x, and ¥, = —®’x,.
When we substitute these in equations 17.3.3 and 4, we obtain

(k, + k, = m’)x, — k,x, = 0 17.3.5

and kx, — (k, — my0’)x, = 0. 17.3.6



Either of these gives us the displacement ratio x,/x; (and hence amplitude ratio). The first
gives us

x, —mo +k +k

= 17.3.7
X k,
. X, k,
and the second gives us - = 17.3.8
X, k, — m,®

These are equal, and, by equating the right hand sides, we obtain the following equation
for the angular frequencies of the normal modes:

mm,o' — (mk, + mk, + kk,)o’ + kk, = 0. 17.3.9

This equation can also be derived by noting, from the theory of equations, that equations
17.3.5 and 6 are consistent only if the determinant of the coefficients is zero.

The meaning of these equations and of the expression “normal modes” can perhaps be
best illustrated with a numerical example. Let us suppose, for example, thatk; = &k = 1

and m; = 3 and m, = 2. In that case equation 17.3.9 is 60" — 7o” +1 = 0. Thisis a
quartic equation in ®, but it is also a quadratic equation in ®’, and there are just two
positive solutions for . These are 176 = 0.4082 (slow, low frequency) and 1 (fast,
high frequency). If you put the high frequency o into either of equations 17.3.7 or § (or
in both, to check for arithmetic or algebraic mistakes) you find a displacement ratio of
+1.5; but if you put the low frequency ® into either equation, you find a displacement
ratio of —1.0  The first of these normal modes is a low-frequency slow oscillation in
which the two masses oscillate in phase, with m, having an amplitude 50% larger than

my. The second normal mode is a high-frequency fast oscillation in which the two
masses oscillate out of phase but with equal amplitudes.

So, how does the system actually oscillate? This depends on the initial conditions. For
example, if you stretch the first spring by one inch and the second spring by 1.5 inches,
and then let go, the system will oscillate in the slow, in-phase mode. But if you start by
stretching the first spring by one inch and compressing the second by one inch, the
system will oscillate in the fast, out-of-phase mode. For other initial conditions, the
system will oscillate in a linear combination of the normal modes.

Thus, m; might oscillate with an amplitude 4 in the slow mode, and an amplitude B in the

fast mode:
x, = Acos(o,t + o) + Bcos(m,t + a.,), 17.3.10

in which case the oscillation of m; is given by

x, =1.54cos(ot + a,) — Becos(m,t + a,) . 17.3.11



In our example, ®; and m, are 176 and 1 respectively.

Let’s suppose that the initial conditions are that, at # = 0, X, and x, are both zero. This
means that a; and o, are both zero or rt (I’ll take them to be zero), so that

X, = Acosot + Bcosm,t 17.3.12
and x, =1.54cosm,;t — Bcosm,t. 17.3.13
Suppose further that at + = 0, xjand x, are both +1, which means that we start by

stretching both springs equally. Equations 17.3.12 and 13 then become 1 = 4 + B and

1 = 1.54 — B. Thatis, 4 =0.8 and B=0.2. I'll leave you to draw graphs of x; and x,
versus time.

17.4 Double Torsion Pendulum

C1
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Here we have two cylinders of rotational inertias /; and /> hanging from two wires of
torsion constants ¢; and ¢;. At any instant, the top cylinder is turned through an angle 0,
from its equilibrium position and the lower cylinder by an (additional) angle 6,. The
equations and the description of the motion are just the same as in the previous example,

except that x;, x», mi, my, ki, ky are replaced by 0y, 0,, 1, b, c1, ¢c;. The kinetic and
potential energies are

T =116 + 11,63, 17.4.1



Vo=1c0 + 1c,(0,-6))". 17.4.2

The equations for ® and the displacement ratios are just the same, and there is an in-
phase and an out-of-phase mode.

17.5 Double Pendulum

This is another similar problem, though, instead of assuming Hooke’s law, we shall
assume that angles are small (sin 0~ 0 , cos 0 ~1—16%). For clarity of drawing,
however, I have drawn large angles in figure XVIIL.4.
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Because I am going to use the lagrangian equations of motion, I have not marked in the
forces and accelerations; rather, I have marked in the velocities. I hope that the two
components of the velocity of m, that I have marked are self-explanatory; the speed of m;

is given by v2 = 1767 + 1202 +211,6,6,cos(8,—6,). The kinetic and potential energies
are
T=1ml}0] + 1m,[I}6] + 1302 +211,6,0,cos(0,-0,)], 17.5.1

V' = constant — m,gl,cos®, — m,g(l,cos0, + /,cos0,) . 17.5.2

If we now make the small angle approximation, these become



T=iml6} + 1m,(16, + 1,8,)’ 17.5.3
and V= constant + 1m,gl,0; + 1m,g(1,0] + 1,6) — mgl, — m,gl, —m,gl, . 1754

Apply the lagrangian equation in turn to 6, and 0;:

(m, + m)I20, + mlLB, = —(m, +m,)glb, 17.5.5
and ml 1O, + ml*0, = —m,gl0,. 17.5.6
Seek solutions of the form 6, = —®’0, and 0, = —©’0,.
Then (m, + m))(L,o> — )0, + mL,w’0, = 0 17.5.7
and [0, + (Lo’ -g)0, =0. 17.5.8

Either of these gives the displacement ratio 6,/6,. Equating the two expressions for the
ratio 6,/0;, or putting the determinant of the coefficients to zero, gives the following
equation for the frequencies of the normal modes:

mlLw" — (m, +m,)g(l, + L)oo +(m, + m,)g”> = 0. 17.5.9
As in the previous examples, there is a slow in-phase mode, and fast out-of-phase mode.

For example, suppose m; =0.01 kg, m,=0.02kg, /;, = 03m, , = 0.6 m, g=9.8m
-2
s .

Then 0.00180" — 0.26460> + 2.8812 = 0. The slow solution is ® = 3.441 rad s (P
= 1.826s), and the fast solution is @ = 11.626 rad s (P =0.540s). If we put the first
of these (the slow solution) in either of equations 17.5.7 or 8 (or both, as a check against
mistakes) we obtain the displacement ratio 0,/0; = 1.319, which is an in-phase mode. If
we put the second (the fast solution) in either equation, we obtain 0,/6; = -0.5689 ,
which is an out-of-phase mode. If you were to start with 6,/0; = 1.319 and let go, the
pendulum would swing in the slow in-phase mode. . If you were to start with 6,/0, =
—0.5689 and let go, the pendulum would swing in the fast out-of-phase mode. Otherwise
the motion would be a linear combination of the normal modes, with the fraction of each
determined by the initial conditions, as in the example in section 17.3.

17.6 Linear Triatomic Molecule

In Chapter 2, Section 2.9, we discussed a rigid triatomic molecule. Now we are going to
discuss three masses held together by springs, of force constants k; and k,. We are going



to allow it to vibrate, but not to rotate. Also, for the time being, I don’t want the
molecule to bend, so we’ll put it inside a drinking straw to that all the vibrations are
linear. By the way, for real triatomic molecules, the force constants and rotational
inertias are such that molecules vibrate much faster than they rotate. To see their
vibrations you look in the near infra-red spectrum; to see their rotation, you have to go to
the far infrared or the microwave spectrum.
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FIGURE XVIL.5

Suppose that the equilibrium separations of the atoms are a; and a,. Suppose that at
some instant of time, the x-coordinates (distances from the left hand edge of the page) of
the three atoms are x;, x; , x3. The extensions from the equilibrium distances are then
q, =X, —Xx —a, ¢, = X;—X,—a,. Weare now ready to start:

T=1imx + imyx; + imx;, 17.6.1
V=>1kq! + 1kyaq;. 17.6.2

We need to express the kinetic energy in terms of the internal coordinates, and, just as for
the diatomic molecule (Section 17.2), the relevant equations are

g, = X, — X, 17.6.3
4, = X; — X, 17.6.4
and 0 =mx, +mx, + mx;. 17.6.5

These can conveniently be written

q, -1 1 0)(x
%=1 0-11/x]| 17.6.6
0 m, m, m; )\ X,

By one dexterous flick of the fingers (!) we invert the matrix to obtain
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m, +m, _my 1
X, M M ]1” g
: m, m, .
X, | = — - — , 17.6.7
? M M M gz
%3 m; m+m, 1
M M M

where M = m, + m, + m,. On putting these into equation 17.6.1, we now have

T = L(ag' + 2h4,g, + bg3) 17.6.8
and V=>1kq! + 1k, 17.6.2
where a=m(my+m;)/ M, 17.6.9
h= mm /M, 17.6.10
b =my(m +m,)/ M 17.6.11
and, for future reference,
ab—h*> = mmm,/ M = myh. 17.6.12

On application of Lagrange’s equation in turn to the two internal coordinates we obtain

ag, + hg, + kg, =0 17.6.13
and bg, + hg, + k,q, = 0. 17.6.14
Seek solutions of the form §, = —®»’g,and §, = —®’q, and we obtain the following two

expressions for the extension ratios:

4 _ he’  _ k-bo’ 176,15
q, Kk —ao’ ho’
Equating them gives the equation for the normal mode frequencies:
(ab — h*)w' — (ak, + bk’ + kk, = 0. 17.6.16

For example, if k, =k, =k and m, =m, = m,, we obtain, for the slow symmetric
(“breathing”) mode, ¢,/q, =+1 and ®’ =k/m. For the fast asymmetric mode,

q,/q, =—1and o =3k/m.
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Example.

Consider the linear OCS molecule whose atoms have masses 16, 12 and 32. Suppose that
the angular frequencies of the normal modes, as determined from infrared spectroscopy,
are 0.900 934 905 and 0.413 148 033. (I just made these numbers up, in unstated units,
just for the purpose of illustrating the calculation. Without searching the literature, I
can’t say what they are in the real OCS molecule.) Determine the force constants.

The key to doing it is equation 17.6.16. You know the constants a, b and c (they are just
functions of the masses), so just put in the value of ® and solve for k; and k. It is
immediately obvious that you cannot do this — you have one equation in two unknowns.
So — what to do? Recall what we did in Section 2.9. We made an isotopic substitution -
0 for '°0. This presumably doesn’t change either the bond lengths or their strengths, so
we obtain a second equation.

Here, then, is a table in which I have listed for %0CS and for 18OCS, the several
functions of the masses, and I have also added supposed frequencies for the heavier
isotopomer (which are slower than for the lighter isotopomer).

0CSs Bocs
Fast ® 0.900 934 905 0.896 513 236
Slow ® 0.413 148 033 0.397 911 376
m ms ms 16 12 32 18 12 32
M 60 62
a 11.73 12.774 193 55
h 8.53 9.290 322 581
b 14.93 15.483 870 97
ab — 102.4 111.483 871 0

From the theory of quadratic equations, the sum of the solutions for ®” for the quadratic

ak2—+bzk‘, and the product is
ab—h ab—

k1k2

equation 17.6.16 is o Thus we can calculate

ak, + bk, and kk, for each isotopomer:

ak, + bk, = 100.5952
ik = 14.187248 03

107.255 225 8
14.187 248 01

For each isotopomer, then, we have two simultaneous equations for k; and &, — but one of
these equations is quadratic, so we get two possibilities for the force constants. Thus for
1%0CS the solutions are

ki1 =3.812286 ky = 3.721 454
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or k1 =2.924 000 k, = 4.852 000
So, which one is right?
For '*OCS the solutions are
k1 =4.002900 k, = 3.544 242
or k1 =2.924 000 k, = 4.852 000

Only the latter solution is common to both isotopomers, so this is the correct one.

Note that in this section we considered a linear triatomic molecule that was not allowed
either to rotate or to bend, whereas in Chapter 2 we considered a rigid triatomic molecule
that was not allowed either to vibrate or to bend. If all of these restrictions are removed,
the situation becomes rather more complicated. If a rotating molecule vibrates, the
moving atoms, in a co-rotating reference frame, are subject to the Coriolis force, and
hence they do not move in a straight line. Further, as it vibrates, the rotational inertia
changes periodically, so the rotation is not uniform. If we allow the molecule to bend,
the middle atom can oscillate up and down in the plane of the paper (so to speak) or back
and forth at right angles to the plane of the paper. These two motions will not necessarily
have either the same amplitude or the same phase. Consequently the middle atom will
whirl around in a Lissajous ellipse, giving rise to what has been called “vibrational
angular momentum”. In a real triatomic molecule, the vibrations are usually much faster
than the relatively slow, ponderous rotation, so that vibration-rotation interaction is small
— but is by no means negligible and is readily observed in the spectrum of the molecule.

17.7  Two Masses, Three Springs, Two brick Walls

The three masses are equal, and the two outer springs are identical. Figure XVII.6 shows
the equilibrium position.

I ki ﬁ ks 2 ki I
- x el >y

FIGURE XVII6

Suppose that at some instant the first mass is displaced a distance x to the right and the
second mass is displaced a distance y to the right. The extensions of the first two springs
are x and y — x respectively, and the compression of the third spring is y. If the speeds of
the masses are xand y, we have for the kinetic and potential energies:
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T =1imi® + imy? 17.7.1
and V==1kx®+1k,(y—x) + 1k’ 17.7.2
Apply Lagrange’s equation in turn to x and to y.
mx + (k, + k,)x —k,y =0 17.7.3
and my + (k, + k,)y —k,x = 0. 17.7.4
Seek solutions of the form ¥ = —w’x and ¥ = —0’y.
(-mw® + k, + k,)x — k,y =0 17.7.5
and —kx + (-mo’ + k, + k))y = 0. 17.7.6

On putting the determinant of the coefficients to zero, we find for the frequencies of the
normal modes

o = L3 and o = k+2k, , 17.7.7a,b
m m
corresponding to displacement ratios
Lo and o1 17.7.8a,b
Y Y

In the first, slow, mode, the masses move in phase and there is no extension or
compression of the connecting spring. In the second, fast, mode the masses move in
antiphase and the compressions or extension of the coupling spring is twice the
extensions or compressions of the outer springs.

The general motion is a linear combination of the normal modes:

x = Acos(of +a,) + Bcos(ot+a,), 17.7.9
y = Acos(ot +a,) — Bcos(mw,t +a,), 17.7.10
X = —Ao,sin(of + a,) — Bo,sin(mw,t + a,), 17.7.11

y = —Ao,sin(of + a,) + Bo,sin(m,f + a,). 17.7.12
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Suppose that the initial conditionisat =0, y =y =0, x = x,, x = 0. That is, we pull
the first mass a little to the right (keeping the second mass fixed) and then we let go. The

second two equations establish that a; = a, = 0, and the first two equations tell us that 4
= B = x¢/2. The displacements are then given by

x = 1x,(cosmt + Cosm,t) = X,c05%(m, —m,)fcoss(w +m,)t 17.7.13
and y = Tx,(cosmt — cosm,t) = —x,sinL(®,—o,)tsind (o +,). 17.7.14

Let us imagine, for example, that &, is much less than k; (but not negligible), so that we
have two weakly-coupled oscillators. In that case equationsl17.7.7 tell us that the
frequencies of the two normal modes are nearly equal. What equation 17.7.13 describes,
then, is a rapid oscillation of the first mass with angular frequency 1(w, + ®,)whose

amplitude is modulated with a slow angular frequency 1(®, — ®,). Equation 17.7.14

describes the same sort of motion for the second mass, except that the modulation is out
of phase by 90° with the modulation of the motion of the first mass. For a while the first
mass will oscillate with a large amplitude. This will gradually decreases, while the
amplitude pf the motion of the second mass increases until the motion of the first mass
momentarily ceases. After that, the amplitude of the motion of the second mass starts to
decrease, while the first mass starts up again. And so the motion continues, with the first
mass and the second mass alternately taking up the motion.

17.8  Transverse Oscillations of Masses on a Taut String

FIGURE XVIL7

A light string of length 4a is held taut, under tension F between two fixed points. Three
equal masses m are attached at equidistant points along the string. They are set into
transverse oscillation of small amplitudes, the transverse displacements of the three
masses at some time being y;, y» and ys.

The kinetic energy is easy. It is just

T = im(? + 32 + j?). 17.8.1
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The downward component of the force on the first mass is FcosO, where
N
Ja© +y!
energy of this mass (i.e. the work required to bring it to this position from its equilibrium

N F Fy!
position) is therefore Ny Iy = N
a a

cosO = , which, to first order of small quantities, is just y;/a. The potential

Similarly, the potential energy of the third

2

. F
mass is % The downward component of the two forces on the second mass,
a
. . F(,-»)  F(,-»)° : :
similarly, is (2= 01) + (2 =3) Thus the potential energy of the system is

a 2a

F F
V= Z(yf 0L+ )+ 02 ) = —OF =+ s = s 4 05). 1782

Apply Lagrange’s equation in turn to the three coordinates:

amy, + FQ2y, = y,) =0, 17.8.3
amy, + F(=y, +2y, — y;)= 0, 17.8.4
amy, + F(=y, +2y,) = 0. 17.8.5

Seek solutions of the form 3, = —0’y,, ¥, =—’y,, j; =-0’y,.
Then QF — amo’)y, — Fy, =0, 17.8.6
-Fy, + QF —amo’)y, — Fy, =0, 17.8.7
—-Fy, + (2F — amo®)y, = 0. 17.8.8

Putting the determinant of the coefficients to zero gives an equation for the frequencies of
the normal modes. The solutions are:

Slow Medium Fast
0 = @=VDF o = 2F o = @+DF
am am am

Substitution of these into equations 17.8.6 to 8 gives the following displacement ratios:

Vi = 1:42 :1 1 :0: -1 1:—\2 :1
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These are illustrated in figure XVIL.8.

As usual, the general motion is a linear combination of the normal modes, the relative
amplitudes and phases of the modes depending upon the initial conditions.

If the motion of the first mass is a combination of the three modes with relative
amplitudes in the proportion ¢, : ¢,: ¢,, and with initial phases a,,a,,a,, its motion is
described by

Y, =q, sin(ot+a,) + g,sin(o,t+a,) + g,sin(o+a,). 17.8.9

(V]

1.850m

2.410)1

FIGURE XVIIL.8
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The motions of the second and third masses are then described by

V, = \/Eél sin(of+a,) — \/553 sin(®,f+ o) 17.8.10
and Yy =q,sin(o+a,) — g,sin(m,t+0a,) + ¢, sin(o;t+a;). 17.8.11

These can be written

W =4q1t4q, *+4q;, 17.8.12
», = 2q, - 2g, 17.8.13
and V=9 —9, + 4, , 17.8.14

where the ¢; , like the y;, are time-dependent coordinates.

We could, if we wish, express the g; in terms of the y;, by solving these equations:

G = S + V20, + p), 17.8.15
g, = s(» —») 17.8.16
and G = L0, =2, + »y). 17.8.17

We have hitherto described the state of the system as a function of time by giving the
values of the coordinates y; , y, and y;. We could equally well, if we wished, describe the
state of the system by giving, instead, the values of the coordinates ¢ , g» and ¢3. Indeed
it turns out that it is very useful to do so, and these coordinates are called the normal
coordinates, and we shall see that they have some special properties. Thus, if you
express the kinetic and potential energies in terms of the normal coordinates, you get

T = 1m(4q’ + 24; + 443) 17.8.18

and Vo= %F[(z 2+ 2+ 2] 17.8.19

Note that there are no cross terms. When you apply Lagrange’s equation in turn to the
three normal coordinates, you obtain

amij, = -2 - \2)Fg,, 17.8.20
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amij, = —2Fq, 17.8.21

and amij, = -(2 + V2)Fq,. 17.8.22

Notice that the normal coordinates have become completely separated into three
independent equations and that each is of the form § = —®’q and that each of the normal
coordinates oscillates with one of the frequencies of the normal modes. Much of the art
of solving problems involving vibrating systems concerns identifying the normal
coordinates.

17.9 Vibrating String

It is possible that the three modes of vibration of the three masses in section 17.8
reminded you of the fundamental and first two harmonic vibrations of a stretched string —
and it is quite proper that it did. If you were to imagine ten masses attached to a stretched
string and to carry out the same sort of analysis, you would find ten normal modes, of
which one would be quite like the fundamental mode of a stretched string, and the
remainder would remind you of the first nine harmonics. You could continue with the
same analysis but with a very large number of masses, and eventually you would be
analysing the vibrations of a continuous heavy string. We do that now, and we assume
that we have a heavy, taut string of mass p per unit length, and under a tension F.

A B

%

Ay By

FIGURE XVIIL9

I show in figure XVIIL.9 a portion of length dx of a vibrating rope, represented by A¢By in
its equilibrium position and by AB in a displaced position. The rope makes an angle ya
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with the horizontal at A and an angle yg with the horizontal at B. The tension in the rope
is F. The vertical equation of motion is

2
F(siny, —siny ) = quzTg}- 17.9.1
. oy . .. 0%y
If the angles are small, then siny = o so the expression in parenthesis is Féix. The
X X
equation of motion is therefore
2 2
¢’ 6_)2/ _ 0 2} » where ¢ = T, 17.9.2,a,b
ox ot 1)

As can be verified by substitution, the general solution to this is of the form

y=f(x—ct) + g(x+ct). 17.9.3

This represents a function that can travel in either direction along the rope at a speed ¢
given by equation 17.9.2b. Should the disturbance be a periodic disturbance, then a wave
will travel along the rope at that speed. Further analysis of waves in ropes and strings is
generally done in chapters concerned with wave motion. This section, however, at least
establishes the speed at which a disturbance (periodic or otherwise) travels along a
stretched strong or rope.

17.10 Water

Water consists of a mass M (“oxygen”) connected to two smaller equal masses m
(“hydrogen”) by two equal springs of force constants k, the angle between the springs
being 26. The equilibrium length of each spring is . The torque needed to increase the
angle between the springs by 280 is 2¢66. See figure XVII.10.

FIGURE XVIIL.10
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At any time, let the coordinates of the three masses (from left to right) be
(L p) s (g, 3) s (5, 03)

and let the equilibrium positions be
(X19 > 10) 5 (X9 5 Va0) 5 (X539 > ¥30),  Where yso = yio .

We suppose that these coordinates are referred to a frame in which the centre of mass of
the system is stationary.

q1 q1

qs3

FIGURE XVII.11



21

Let us try and imagine, in figure XVII.11, the vibrational modes. We can easily imagine
a mode in which the angle opens and closes symmetrically. Let is resolve this mode into
an x-component and a y-component. In the x-component of this motion, one hydrogen
atom moves to the right by a distance ¢g; while the other moves to the left by and equal
distance ¢;. In the y-component of this symmetric motion, both hydrogens move
upwards by a distance ¢,, while, in order to keep the centre of mass of the system
unmoved, the oxygen necessarily moves down by a distance 2mg,/M. We can also
imagine an asymmetric mode in which one spring expands while the other contracts.
One hydrogen moves down to the left by a distance g3, while the other moves up to the
left by the same distance. In the meantime, the oxygen must move to the right by a
distance (2mgq; sin 0)/M, in order to keep the centre of mass unmoved.

We are going to try to write down the kinetic and potential energies in terms of the
internal coordinates ¢, ¢, and g3.

It is easy to write down the kinetic energy in terms of the (x , y) coordinates:
T = gm(x +3)) + $M(; + 7)) + Sm(i + 55). 17.10.1

From geometry, we have:

X, = ¢, —¢,sin0 Y, = ¢, — q;cos0 17.10.2a,b

%, = 2mg,sind j, = —2mdy 17.103a,b
M M

X, = —q, — {,sin0 Yy = ¢, + g;cos0 17.10.4a,b

On putting these into equation 17.9.1 we obtain
T = mg’ + m(l+ 2m/M)g + m(l + (2msin® 0)/ M ) . 17.10.5
For short, I am going to write this as

T = allq.IZ + azzq.z2 + a33q.32' 17.10.6

Now for the potential energy.

The extension of the left hand spring is

2mgq, cosO v, + 2mgq, sin O cos O
M 17.10.7
= —¢q,sin0 — q,(1 + 2m/M)cos 0 + q3(l + (2msinecose)/M).

dr, = —¢q,sinB — g, cosO —
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The extension of the right hand spring is
2mgq, cos 0 2mgq, sin® 0

v BT 17.10.8
= —g,sin® — g,(1+ 2m/M)cos® — g,(1 + (2msin® 0) /M ).

dr, = —¢q,sinO — g, cosO —

The increase in the angle between the springs is

_ 2q,cosb N 2(1+ 2m/M)q,sin©

280 = 17.10.9
r r
The potential energy (above the equilibrium position) is
V=1k(3r)" + $k(3r,) +5c(280)". 17.10.10

On substituting equations 17.10.7,8 and 9 into this, we obtain an equation of the form
Vo= bn‘]lz + 2b,q,9, + bzz%2 + b33‘]32 5 17.10.11

where I leave it to the reader, if s/he wishes, to work out the detailed expressions for the
coefficients. We still have a cross term, so we can’t completely separate the coordinates,
but we can easily apply Lagrange’s equation to equations 17.10.6 and 11, and then seek
simple harmonic solutions in the usual way. Setting the determinant of the coefficients to
zero leads to the following equation for the angular frequencies of the normal modes:

by, _mzan by, 0
b, b“—o)za11 0 =0. 17.10.12
0 0 b, -w’a,,

Thus, given the masses and 7, 0, k£ and ¢, one can predict the frequencies of the normal
modes. Can one calculate £ and ¢ given the frequencies? I don’t know, to tell the truth.
Can I leave it to the reader to investigate further?



23

17.11 A General Vibrating System

In a more general system, one with n degrees of freedom and hence described by n
generalized coordinates, the expressions for the kinetic and potential energies will be of
the form

2T = alqu + 2a,9,9, + ... + 2a,494,

+ azzq.z2 + 2a54,49; + ... + 2a,,9,9,
e e e e e e e e e aaaanas 17.11.1

s ST

+ annqj
and P N + b,q.. 17.11.2

On applying Lagrange’s equation to ¢;, we obtain
a,g, + ang, + ... ...+ a,q4, + byq + b,q, + ... ..+ b,q,. 17.11.3
On seeking a simple harmonic solution, we obtain

(b, —a,®")g, + (b,—a,0)q, +... oo + (b, —a,,®")q, . 17.11.4

We obtain equations similar to equation 17.11.3 when applying Lagrange’s equations to
the other coordinates. Thus, for example, if there were three coordinates, the differential
equations would be

a, a, a4 b, b, bsl\lq
ay, ay ay |G, |+ |by by byllgq,| =0. 17.11.5
ay,  ay,  ap )\ g, by, by, by )\q,

This can be written for short (and for n coordinates, not just three)
a-q + beq =0, 17.11.6

where a and b are tensors are n x n second-rank tensors.
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17.12 A Driven System

It would probably be useful before reading this and the next section to review Chapters
11 and 12.

kl mi kz my
Equilibrium: |} O 0
i X1 i X2
Displaced: I > > @
N i f e —
F = Fsinwt

FIGURE XVII.12

Figure XVII.12 shows the same system as figure XVII.2, except that, instead of being left
to vibrate on its own, the second mass is subject to a periodic force F = Fsinot. For

the time being, we’ll suppose that there is no damping. Either way, it is not a
conservative force, and Lagrange’s equation will be used in the form of equation 13.4.12.
As in section 17.2, the kinetic energy is

T =imx! + im,x;. 17.12.1
Lagrange’s equations are
ia—T _or =P 17.12.2
dt ox,  0Ox,
and 4T _or _p 17.12.3
dt 0x, Ox,

We have to identify the generalized forces P; and P,.

In the nonequilibrium position, the extension of the left hand spring is x; and so the
tension in that spring is f, = k,x,. The extension of the right hand spring is x, — x, and

so the tension in that spring is f, = k,(x, —x;). If x; were to increase by ox;, the work
done would be (f,—f,)0x,,and therefore the generalized force associated with the
coordinate x; is B =k,(x,—x,)—kx,. If x, were to increase by 0x,, the work done
would be (£ — f,)dx,, and therefore the generalized force associated with the coordinate

x,is P, = Fsinot — k,(x,—x,). The lagrangian equations of motion therefore become
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mX, + (k,+k,))x, —k,x, =0 17.12.4
and my%, + ky(x,—x) = Fsinot. 17.12.5
Seek solutions of the form ¥ = —w’x, and ¥, = —®’x,. The equations become

(k, + k, — mo’)x, —k,x, = 0 17.12.6
and —kyx, + (k, - my0®)x, = Fsinot. 17.12.7

We do not, of course, now equate the determinants of the coefficients to zero (why not?!),
but we can solve these equations to obtain

X, = LPsmor 17.12.8
(k, +ky, —mo” )k, —m,w”) — k;
2N P .
and (k, + k, — m®")F sin ot 17.12.9

X, = .
P (k 4k, —mo®)(k, —m,0®) — kZ
The amplitudes of these motions (and how they vary with the forcing frequency w) are

X = ; o F - 17.12.10
mm,®' — (mk,+ m,k, + myk,)o" + kk,

. (k, + k, — mo*)F

and X, = 7 5 ) 17.12.11
mm,® — (mk,+ m,k, + mk,)o” + kk,

where I have re-written the denominators in the form of a quadratic expression in ©”.

For illustration I draw, in figure XVIIL.13, the amplitudes of the motion of m;(continuous
curve, in black) and of m, (dashed curve, in blue) for the following data:

F=1, k=k=1,m=3,m=2,

when the equations become
. 1 1

' bt — T + 1 (60— )@ — 1)

17.12.12
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. 2 — 30’ 2 - 3w’

and %, = = : 17.12.13
260t 70" +1 (60’ = (0> -1)

FIGURE XVII.13

Amplitude

1.5

omega

Where the amplitude is negative, the oscillations are out of phase with the force /. The
amplitudes go to infinity (remember we are assuming here zero damping) at the two
frequencies were the denominators of equations 17.12.10 and11 are zero. The amplitude
of the motion of m; is zero when the numerator of equation 17.12.11 is zero. This is at an

angular frequency of /(k, +k,)/m, , which is just the angular frequency of the motion of
mj held by the two springs between two fixed points.

17.13 A Damped Driven System

I’ll leave the reader to add some damping to the system described in section 17.12. Let
us here try it with the system described in section 17.7.  We’ll apply a periodic force to
the left hand mass, and we’ll suppose that the damping constant for each mass is

y=b/m. We could write the periodic force as F' = F'sinot, but the algebra will be

easier if we write it as F = Fe™ . If the initial condition is such that F = 0 when ¢ = 0,
then we choose just the imaginary part of this and subsequent expressions.

The equations of motion are



and
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mX = — the damping force bx

— the tension in the left hand spring kx

+ the force F/

+ the tension in the middle spring k»(y — x)
(this last is a thrust whenever y < x)

my = — the damping force by
— the thrust in the right hand spring k;x
+ the tension in the middle spring k»(y — x)

F = Fsin ot
—
I ki ﬁ ko o ki
> x e >y
FIGURE XVII.14
That is,
mi + yx + (k, + k,)x — k,y = Fe

and my + vy + (k, + ky)y — k,x = 0.

For the steady-state motion, seek solutions of the form

¥=-0x, y=-o’y, sothat X =iox and y = ioy.

The equations then become

and

(k, + k, —mo* + ibo)x — k,y = Fe™

— kx + (k, + k, —mo’ + ibo)y = 0.

17.13.1

17.13.2

17.13.3

17.13.4

There is now a little algebra to be carried out. Solve these equations for x and y, and
when, in doing so, there is a complex number in the denominator, multiply top and
bottom by the conjugate in the usual way, so as to get x and y in the forms
x'+ix" and y'+iy". Then find expressions for the amplitudes xand p . After some
algebra, the amount of which depends on one’s skill, experience and luck (it is not
always obvious how to gather terms in the most economical way, and you need some
luck in this) you eventually get, for the amplitudes of the motion
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. 252 2 2\
)%2 = g(lgl ! 122 2 e ) i b ® )[Z 2 2.2 17135
((k, — mo*)* + >0 |(k, + 2k, — mo*)* + b’w?)
212
and P = kP 17.13.6

((k, — mo?)* + b0 (k, + 2k, — mo*)* + b*w®)

There are many variables in these expressions, but in order to see qualitatively what the

steady state motion is like, I’'m going to put F,mandk = 1. I think if I also putb=1,
this will give light damping in the sense described in Chapter 11. As for &, [ am going to

introduce a coupling coefficient a defined by o = ks or k, = % k,. This
k, + k, l-a

coupling constant will be close to zero if the middle spring is very weak, and 1 if the
middle connector is a rigid rod. The equations now become

(#—0)2)2 +

A2 I-a .
3= e s e 17.13.7
and 52 = /1) 17.13.8

((1—(;)2)2 + (’JZX(% - 0)2)2 + 032)'

I dare say these expressions can be simplified, but it is late and my energy is flagging,
and in any case I am not at all sure that “simplifying” them will much increase the
computational efficiency. Figure XVIIL.15 shows the amplitudes of the motions of the
two masses as a function of frequency, for o = 0.1, 0.5 and 0.9. The continuous black
curves are for the left hand mass; the dashed blue curve is for the right hand mass.
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FIGURE XVII.15
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