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Faces & Places

On 1 March, accelerator physicist Lia 
Merminga was appointed project director 
for Fermilab’s PIP II (Proton Improvement 
Plan II) and its new superconducting linear 
accelerator. Along with improvements to 
Fermilab’s Main Injector and Recycler 
accelerators, PIP II will provide 
high-intensity proton beams for future 
experiments including the flagship 
Long-Baseline Neutrino Facility and the 
Deep Underground Neutrino Experiment. 
The new 800 MeV machine will double the 
energy of the existing linac at Fermilab and 

New leader at Fermilab’s next accelerator

Lia Merminga will lead the superconducting 
linac PIP II, serving neutrino experiments.

A p p o i n t m e n t s

Change of chairs for antimatter community
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Experimentalists Stefan Ulmer of RIKEN 
and Chloé Malbrunot of CERN have been 
elected chairperson and deputy chairperson, 
respectively, of the Antiproton Decelerator 
(AD) user community. The roles involve 
representing the interests of the antimatter 
community to CERN management, requiring 
regular contact with the spokespersons of 
approved AD experiments and organising 

beam time. The AD is a unique global 
research facility hosting the AEgIS, 
ALPHA, ASACUSA, ATRAP, BASE and 
GBAR experiments. Ulmer is founder and 
spokesperson of the BASE collaboration, 
while Malbrunot is involved with ASACUSA 
and AEgIS. For the past 17 years the AD user 
community has been represented by Walter 
Oelert and, since 2012, Horst Breuker. 
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The 2017 Bruno Pontecorvo Prize, which 
is given by the Joint Institute for Nuclear 
Research (JINR) in Dubna, Russia, has been 
awarded to Gianluigi Fogli and Eligio Lisi 
of the University of Bari and INFN in Italy 
for their pioneering contributions to the 
development of the global analysis of neutrino 
oscillation data from different experiments. 
The announcement followed the approval of 

an international jury’s recommendations by 
the JINR scientific council at its 123rd session 
on 22–23 February. 

The work of Fogli, Lisi and the 
Bari neutrino group on the theory and 
phenomenology of neutrino and astroparticle 
physics has led to a detailed understanding of 
oscillation searches with solar, atmospheric, 
accelerator and reactor neutrinos, and of their 
interplay with non-oscillatory searches. The 
two laureates will report on their achievements 
at an awards ceremony at the next session of 
the JINR council on 20–21 September. The 
Pontecorvo Prize was established in 1995 
to commemorate Bruno Pontecorvo, once 
Enrico Fermi’s collaborator and often deemed 
the father of neutrino physics. 

Gianluigi Fogli (left) and Eligio Lisi. 

Pontecorvo award  
to Fogli and Lisi 
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Left to right: Walter Oelert, Chloé Malbrunot, 
Stefan Ulmer and Horst Breuker. 

The 2017 Lomonosov Gold Medal, the 
highest accolade of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, has been awarded to Yuri 
Oganessian of the Joint Institute for Nuclear 
Research (JINR) in Russia and Björn Jonson 
of Chalmers University of Technology 
in Sweden. The pair has extended our 

knowledge on nuclei at the extremes of 
existence in opposite ends of the nuclear 
chart. Oganessian has made fundamental 
contributions to the study of superheavy 
elements, also acknowledged in 2016 when 
element 118 was named Oganesson (Og), 
while Jonson, who has also played key roles 
in CERN’s ISOLDE facility, has focused 
on the nuclear structure and stability at 
the boundaries of the nuclear chart for the 
lightest elements. The award ceremony took 
place in Moscow on 30 March.

Gold medal for 
extreme nuclei

Björn Jonson (left) and Yuri Oganessian have 
extended the boundaries of the nuclear chart.
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is the first particle accelerator to be built in 
the US with significant contributions from 
international partners. Merminga, previously 
associate laboratory director for accelerators 
at SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, 
succeeds Fermilab’s Stephen Holmes. 
She has more than 25 years’ experience 
in accelerator and superconducting 
radio-frequency technology, and served as 
director of the Center for Advanced Studies 
of Accelerators at Jefferson Lab and as 
head of the accelerator division at Canada’s 
TRIUMF laboratory.
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